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PREFACE 


., {MY LORD, 

I paſſionate inclinations to the laſting peace of my Conntrey, 

have made me ſo preſumptuons,as to preſeribe to your High- 
neſs and Conncil a more perfett remedy for its ill healed wonnds, 
than I bxve yet ſeen applied : But I would nat be thought ſo ins- 
prudent , as tooffer at the inſtruttion of ſs great Maſters in the 
Art of Government, but ouely to put you in mind of thoſe things , 
that the multiplicity of your greater Affairs have made you for- fÞ 
get to conſider. eAnd leſt your Highneſs ſhould want leaſure to 
peruſe the papers of an obſcure and unknown perſon, { thought fit to 
commit them to-the Preſs , that ſome of your Council or Friends 
( at leaft ) may inform your Highneſs how much is pertinent in | 
them not doubting but you will think thoſe more your friends , that J 
give you a timely notice of your own and your Countreys danger, 
than thoſe , whoby 4 ſervile flattery , becalns you to your ruins ; 
which nove (hall be more ambitions handſomely to prevent, then, 


My Lord, | 


Yout moſt humble, and fairhfull 
SEL YARt , 


F. B, 


il 


Lads. a 
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AN ADMONITION 


LORD PROTECTOR, 


and his ( ouncil , of their preſent 
danger, GC. 


*#$=7 0 begin ſuch a buſineſle as this methodically, 
2»W,.t I] we are firlt to ſhewthe juſt Exceptions the peo- 
ple and Souldiery haveto this plauſible eleRive 
w-ll form of Goyernment, ſo well intended by your 
; Ea Highnefle and Councill ; next thoſe to your per- 
SAT ons, which the dangers enſuing” thereupon to 
EZ ==m——_— our {clyes and the Nation : And Jaſtly, the 
only means of a totall and lalting prevention, 

And I muſt ingenuouſly confefle, that there is ſomuch ſeeming 
reaſon to preferre the continuall Ele&ion of wiſe and gallant 
men, befere the Succeſſion of Kings or Protectors » who may 
poſſioly prove Children, or Fools, or Tyrants, or Cowards, that 
may ſeem a wonder that the experience of all Nations hath 
at driven them to the ſpecieus form of Ele&ive Monar- 
chies. 

But the tryals they have had, haye beaten them to the contra- 
ry; forthoughthe rcuown of your Highneſſes many yviRtories and 
great abilities, with your long and proſperous prepoſlefiion of the 
Generalſhip» did filence the ambitious pretences of any Compe- 
titours in your Ele&ion, yet we mult no more look for a man that 
hath no Equals after your Highneſfe : for the moſt eminent ſort 
of meny are as near of afize in wit and courage as they are in 
Rature ; and as they are equals 1n virtue, ſo will they bein intereſts 
at lea(t their fations will be ſo near an equality» that the weaker 
inan Army may by his cunning and induſtry draw in other fa- 
tions from among the people to increaſe his numbers, upon 
the common ſpecious pretencees of a Reformation in Religion 
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and Government agreeableto thoſe les humours whom he 
-courts, and ſo prepare himſelf to deci © his pretenfions by a Ci- 
vil Warre, which I may juſtly call the great Sea of calamities, 
that ſwallows up all the tireams of other petty tyrannies, as not 
worth a name, in reſpeCt of the ruinous inundationsof that many- 
headed Monſter, which commonly uſhers in a Ferraigner with 
itto make our miſeries almoſt immortall. 


Andthatthis is like to be our ſad fate upon the Elettion of e- * 


very Proteftor, is as certain, as that all men (whether honeſt, or 
diſhor.elt) have naturally an ambition to get as much power as 
they can to oblige or diſablige; and conſidering how naturally 
men overyalue « of2r Trang I think the deligns of ambitious men 
to becommonly jult intheir own thoughts, out of the Confidence 
they have of theraſelyes, of excelling others in good Govern= 
ment. But that thoſe gallant men who run ſo many hazz.ards to 
build up your Highneſs greatneſs, ſhould not adyenture as 
farfor themſelves apart, after your Highneſs death, were the 
greatelt #z:raclethatT haye known. 

And to confirm this by an ancient example or two of the w:- 
ſeſt and moſt civilized people then in reputation in the world ; 
we will begin with the great Alexander , who athis death ( it 
ſeems intending an Elef:o» amongſt themſelves ) told his great 
Officers, that he would leave his Empire to the worthieft : bur 
they couldſo ill agreewho that was , that they divided that iz« 
vincible Army, andeach ſeizing upon what he could, foughc 
It out» till chey were all defiroyed but Seleucus and Ptolemy. 
And ſo after the death of F#l/zs Ceſar , was the Roman Empire 
rent by the diſſenſions of Augnitms, Anthony, and Lepidus, 
till the fortune of Auguſtus prevailed, And in the declining of 
the Roman Empire THEIE wwvoic {tverall times as many Empe- 
roursasthe Legions in ſeverall Provinces were pleaſed to ſet 
up, which were ſometimes three or tour together for, want of a 
due ſucceſſion. And to come home to the preſent German Em- 
pire, though t bein effect Hereditary tothe Hou ſe of 'Anftria, 
yet the very pretenceto a free eletFion was the principall cauſe 
of calling in the King of Smeder , and reducing that ftrong and 
flouriſhing Empireto luch a wilderneſſe as now it is, And doubt- 
lefle, all Governments were to be rezeRed as pernitious tyr as- 
ies, Were it not for avoiding the tyranny of Confufion , which 
ſubjeRtsthe Lives and Fort#nes of every particular man to any 
ſmall number of Rogzes: that ſhall aflemble ac ſuch a time of 
Liberty. If then che PAUIIEk peeve be the chief end of all Govery= 
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mentszthoſe Formes muſt needs be the worſt which are moſt ſub< 
je&to decline to Fattions, thoughthey donot immediately do ſo3 
and of Monarchies no doubt but the eleftive is moſt lyable to 
this Confuſion. 

Andthough it may be objected, that the follie of a weak he- 
reditary King may introduce the {ame inconvenience: I ſhall 
anſwer, firſt, that there is ſeldome ſuch a King; for their extraor- 
dinary educations make them knowing men, if it finds them not 
ſuch- Bur if he be a faol or coward, he hath ſubje&s under him 
fit to command Armies, and no doubt a wiſe Council of his pre- 
deceflors, who knows howto Humor and govern him as well 
as any ot hisfellow fools; And if he be a child , his minority 
molt commenly proves peaceable, if his Title be unqueſtionable. 
Butit may be ſaid he may prove a Tyrant: and that I muſt con- 
teſs,but ſo may an Ele&ive Monarch, though he ſeem a lamb at 
his firſt entry; Tam fure he hath more reaſon to be fo , becaule 
he hath-more of his equals or ſuperiors in birth tofear, And if 
we look upon other aifterences of theſe rwo kindsof Kings, we 
ſhall find the Ele&ive King more neceflitated te exhauſt the peo- 
ple, both in reſpe& of the charge of gaining and ſecuring his pre- 
ent poſes and leaving his poſterity like the children of a Mo- 
narch, and ſo the Treaſury (hall be alwayes empried into pri- 
vatepucſes, and the people anew exhauſted by the next hungry 
Prince with his neceflitous kindred and dependents. So that I 
muſt conclude that every Election doth certainly threaten the 
worlt of evils, and that the inconyeniences of a fucceſſhon are 
farre lefle,8 do yery ſeldome happen by che concurrence of many 
ill accidents cogether- And Ithink this may ſerve for demonitra- 
tion of the peoples exceptions, who judge by the preflures they 
feel, And now let us exemine the diftatt> uf. che 1ouldicry and 
peoplc togeuuicr wy uur Highneis perſon » and I doubt-we ſhall 
fnde that the greater their love and admiration - once was , the 
more.15 now their hatred & your Highneſs danger: for they then 
looked upon you asa zealous reformer not onely of Tyranny, 
but of the yery cauſes of it; and (though you ated beyond their 
reaſons) they thought it was becauſe you had more reaſon then 
they» and fo with an implicite faith. they expeRed from your 
Highneſs ſuch a ſetclement, as ſhould recompenſe their greac 
” expence of bloodand treaſure, But after the lpir1: had moyed 
you to break your Oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy ( which 
yourtook With all the Members at your firft entrance into Parlia- 
ment).& afterthat your tzuſt from the two houſes upon the ſevee 
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of the Covenant,and fince again to deſtroy the King,weed the Par- 
liamenc and at la{t tearit up by theroots, and they in the end fee 
no other fruirs of blond and perguryy but the giving laws like a - 
Conqueror, a:id impoſing that kind of Government upon the ſoul- 
diery whichthey- have- fought againſt» and. indeed a worſe : what 
can be feared from ſucha deluded Army and people, but that they 
ſhould as boldly draw their {words together againſt a Protector , 
as the Presbyterians and all ſorts of Independents did formerly 
againit the King, notwith(tanding their own differences in opi= 
nion ? Certainly they will be as little ſcrupulous of murthering 
a Monaich by lus own Law, as one by allthe Laws of the Land 
eſtabliſhed, and will think your Highneſſe as guilty of the bloud- 
ſhed ofche Nation, as they once thought the King, And there 
15 no queſtion but the peopley who find their Taxes and Dar- 
gers perpetuated ( which were inconfiderable when they firlt 
quarrelled with them ) will be as forward to affiſt the ſouldicry , 
as they can wiſh them. And l1think this generall dilaffeftion or 
the people was ſo evident to: your Highneſſe, before they were 
exaſperated by the death of the King or Parliament, that you 
need not doubt their unanimous inſurre&tion, if they ſhall be 
prepared and countenanced in it, when the people of fngle 
Counties ventured their /ives and fortunes fo freely as they did 
before the K:ngs death ; where it is remarkable, that a remnant 

of the broken and diſcouraged people of Kent, with ſome ſmall 
additions in F ſex, were able to divert my Lord Farrfaxes Ar- 
my at Co/cheſter three moneths together 3 if the Nation had 
been then prepared for a generall inſurre&ion in a days it 
1s probable your Highneſſe glories had been nipped in the bud, 


notwithitanding. your' reGowned wittories againſt the Scots 
at that LILLIE» Bui IL IH4Ay tH16 axed. why tha ponple «lid nat 


ſhew this readineſſe when the Scots with their K/zg came to 
Worceſter : and the Anſwer 15. that their coming was un- 
expected, andin fuch haft, as {i:ewed they rather came to ſeek 
then giveproteCtion, and the tore-laid defignes, if there were any 
were ( as was then pretended ) difcoyered ; But howſoeyer » 
there was little more then was requiſite for diſperſing of Orders 
; > nag the day of their arriyall at Worceſter , and that of their 
cfeat. 
But the grand Objettos: is, that the fear ofthe Common Ene- | 
my ( the Kizg ) will alwayes keep the Sowuldjery at unity in 
their Obedience under your Highneſſe; but I anſwer » that if a 
tew of them ſhould but reſolye to murther your Highneſſe » and 
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one or two more of your ptincipal Officers, which no doube 
they may eaſily and ſecurely do, they would finde'time e- 
nough to ſettle any form of Government they pleaſed, be- 
tore the Common Fnem;(who hath nether Afoney, Shipping, 
Arms , nor Friends abroad, ncr any footing in this Nation)” 
could give them any ailturbance. And how far zeal may 
prompt thoſe who are religions, & the ambition of ſharing 
the Government thoſe of no HKelrgion, a wiſe man ought 
to tear, Þut admit the Kizg were landed,and conſiderable, 
the Souldiery very well known by experience, how wel- 
come even particular men are that revolt ro an enemy in a 
doubtftull condition; much more great bodies, which maz 
nor onely make what advantagious conditions they pleafe 
for themſelves, but may 1mpoſe upon him ftrifter limirati- 
ons of his power,than your 77ghne{ſe is now tied to by your 
ProteForſhip, and no doubt may retain any places of bene - 
fit or ſtrength they ſhall then te poſſeſicd of, for ſecurity of 
performance of conditions. Put if the worſt ſhould happen, 
that he ſhould come in a Conquerer without their 
help, they know thata few of the great Ones will on- 
Iy be puniſhed. For reaſon will lead any conquering Ty- 
rant ( for bis own ſccunity ) to ſweeten the multitude with 
a general pardon ard Act of Oblivion and for any ſcr- 
ples, they may have of betray ing your Highneſſe Trujt) 1 
doubt they will be wiped away, by their apprehenſions of 
your fir{t breaking yours with King, Parliament, and Army, 
and ſothcy way probably render you a bloody requital/ for 
the deſtruction of their Fe//ow ſonldiers, whout you call Le- 
ze'lers. Laſtly, Conſider the fondneſſe of the people, ro their 
Old Forms of Religion , as well as Government, which you 
have abolithced withour gtving the [:berty to terder Conſci- 
ences, they expected ,, and your Highnefle will conclude 
with me, that th: world affords you few others than Fre- 
wies at home, and yzulators abroad, AndifI have told you 
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nothing but tr#th. 1' doubt not. but your generoſity will 

hink me more worthy of thanks, than any of your Flatter- 
ters, eſpecially if. I propoſe ajuſt, ſafe, and honourable re- 
medy for the miſchiefs that threaten yourHighzeſſe and the 
Nation. And now having ſuthciently opened the wounds, 
I ſhall apply.the promifcd Cure. And it 1snot the leflen- 
ing of your Hzghweſſe in any thing, for-I am one of thoſe 
that believe Monarchy to be the beſt form of Govermment,ſo 
as it be hereditary. For admit a Monarch be a Tyrast, his 
T fron 31s mortal,and his care will be greater not to offend 
t 


an ofa multitude of Governors, who may Jay faults upon 


one another, and are as ſubjedt to cruelty and averice as the 
lingle perſon 3. ſo that it is better to be preyed upon by one 
Family with its dependents , than by three.or four hundred 
with theirs, and we may eaſier pleate the one, and have ju- 
ftice ot: him , than ofthe ſow and fa@ious gre:t Body, who 
muſt moſt of them joyn to oblige, and yet any one can by 
his :ſ-informaiion difoblige , becauſe the accuſed ſhall be 


branded with the Title of aHalignant,when they have not. - 


ſo much as leiſure to hear him. And lince an arbitrary po- 
wer will be in all Governments in thoſe that havethe polleſ- 
ſion ofthe M1itia, it is better both for defence and offence, 
that the General and civil Megiſtrate ſhould be all one,than 
that a gallant Arwy and Natios ſhould be ruined, as Hanni. 
bal and his Carthaginians were by the delatory and malici- 
ous prattiſes of Harno, a Senator With his Faftion. 


.. Buttoreturn to.our purpole,her the ſatisfaction of all in» 
rtereſts,and firſt for the 


Officers of the Army above the degree ot Captains to have 
votes in your Highnefle Council of State, at thoſe times 


that they are free from their more urgent imployments in 


thefield. So will each ſouldier of the Army be ſure to en- 
deavour by his extraordinary deſerts to riſe by degrees to 
| the 


ouldiery, becauſe they have fought: 
bard for it, Ifhould propoſe to your Highneſlc to have all : 


the State preferment he'ſces his Officers ſo juſtly rewarded; 


with, 
Then'forthis next Parliament (though rhey ſhould nor 


have power to alter the og prom aa” | could wiſh your 
Highnefſe and Councill would conſult withthem about 
'our late*eſtabliſhment, and hear what objettions they 
have againſtit. And if the Parliament and Army ſhould 
Joyn in a petition to this purpoſe, T preſume you would not 
deny it. Andit were better to offer at acts of Grace before 
they were asked. 
Laftly, ifmy reaſons for an hereditary Monarchy be ſa- 
tisfaftory, I moſt humbly beſeech -your Highnetle and 
Council to conſider whether the eſtabliſhment of the ſuc- 
ceſlion after your Highnefle in an nſerping line, will not 
expoſe the Nation to all the miſeries I have mentionedin 
an eleive government : and if this be doubted, be plea- 


ſed to look over our own Chronicles, and you ſhall tinde _ 


variety of examples, without going further then the time 
of the Conqueſt. For firft, Harrold by his uſurpation en- 


couraged and occaſtoned the Conquelt of Engl.md; then - 


was there another deluge of blood occalioned by the uſur- 
pation of Henry the firſt; and again what (laughters and 
rapines did this miſerableNation endure by the unjuſt am<- 
bition of King Stephen 1n detaining the Crown from 4ſ/aud 
the Emprefle, which fire could not be quenched but by the 
ſucccfiion ot hr ſon the right heir, which was at laſt a- 
greed to by King Stephen. But tocome nearer home, you 


ſhall find thar Herzry the fourth ſaw his Country bleed in: 


} 3> life=time for -bis uſurpation, though he came in with 
the general good liking of the people, and thought he had 
ſecured himſelf by the Kings Murther. But though his in- 
duſtry ſecured the Crownto his {on,yet was his ſons dearth 


conſpired by his principal friends,juſt as he was/etting out - 


for the invaſion-of Frar ce. But that conſpiracy being de- 
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tected, he by his unparalleled virtues and-ſucceſles, and the 
weaknes of the true heir, avoided during his ſhort life 
any ſtorms at home. But they fell moſt as. upon our 
' Bouriſhing Country in his Succeffor {Henry the f1xths time, 
who.could never have loſt the Crown by his weaknes if his 
title had been good; a+ appearcth by the notable-contenti- 
on between him and Edward 4. but between them were 
many thouſands of Orphans and Widows left weeping o- 
yer their own and countrics deſolate and bloody ruines; & 
at Jaft the ambition of Herry the 4. was juſtly puniſhed in 
the ruine of his Grandchilde, and a hol aeences for 
his unjuſt Ambition, and the ſad conſequences of it. But if 
theſe examples do not ſufficiently convince, the reaſon of 
the thing doth, for there will alwayes be a conſcientious & 
aneccſlitous party for the true heir in any Nation againſt 
an Uſurper ; beſides malecontents, which are (till the grea- 
teſt number, becauſe many inult neccflarily be injured,and 
more unrewarded that think they deſerve it, and even all 
men that ate unconcerned will be for the true heir, and be 
. pretended lovers of Juſtice, and with much reaſon muſt 
hate preſidents of wrong,leaſt they ſhould ſome other time 
ſuffer it. And ſo may conclude, we are as certain ofa civil 
war from an unjuſt ſuccefſion,as from an Eleive Govern- 
ment, and the incomparable miſeries and il] conſequences 
of that I have already declared, tho our own experience 
m3ght partly have ſaved me the labour. But your Highnes 
may think an invincible Fleet a ſufficient ſecurity, for an T- 
land againſt a Forreign Nation, that may interpoſe at ſuch 
a' time of our. diſtraltions. Eut 1 anſwer, that if none of 
your ſhipping ſhould revolt, yet might our next neighbors 
the Frexch. (if they ſhould then make peace with their 0- 
ther enemies) take the opportunity of the ſame ſtorm that 
hall force your Fleet in the Winter into Harbors to blow 
them over the ſhort paſlage into England, if they bave any 
party to &cure their landing here. Þut 


But if this be thought Hinclou I ſuppoſe I have ſaid c- 
nough beſides to make appear that the true intereſt of 
your Highneſle and your Poſterity with that of«this King- 
com,is to think ofa treaty with Churls S$iuartif he'll acc: pt 
of the Cr,wn after you deccaſe upon the ſame terms you 
now hold it, I mean the fame Council and limitation of 
power, with a Competent maintenance for hiin in the mean 
time, in ſume ſuch remote place as you ſhall need leſlie to 
fear him then you do now,it he ſhouldincline tothe breach 
offuch an agr«. ement,as may be ſecured byOath', Hoſtages, 
and by the mediation of ſuch States whoſe jnterelt it 15 (in 
reſpect of their gicater neighbours ) to be alwayes friends 
tothe peace of En,/ind, and by (trifter ties than arc h:re 
neceſſary tc. be mentioned + belides the honeſty,diſcretion 
and temper of the young man, (who notwihitsnding h's 
great courage) (hews he inherits the mildinels cf his Father 
and Grandfather on tte one fide, and of his Mct! erand 
Grandfather cn tl e otber fide, which Grear King #Hemrry the 
fourth of France aftgr he had vidorioutlly broken the ke-rt 
ofthat great Rebellion called the Catholique Lergue , not- 
withſtanding received the onely head of it then living the 
Duke of a7, into his protection and favour, and ncver 
rook the leaſt 1evenge of him or any other of thar Rebelit- 
ous crew in all the tnne of his reign, Put above all things 
the Kings own intereſt and the good of his Countrey will 
oblige him to bury his reſentments,and both to accept and 
keep ſuch conditions as redeem him and his followers 
from miſery at the preſent,& ſecure him & his poſterity in 
the end to the re-enjoiments of all their rights, without the 
Naughter or deſtruction of any part of his kingdoms, which 
he is moſt tenderly ſenſible of. And what doubt can thete 
be but that he will rather expect quietly the deecaſe of an 
vid man (as your Highneſle is) than run an improbable 
hazard of all his fortunes fot a tew years, which he mult 
have ſtayed fgr til! his fachers death,it he had not been ur.- 
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timely cut off: and that he i" wiil:ngtodofo,your High- 
nefle knows, by his pious and earnc{t {ollicitation then to 
you & the reſt of the Officers then with you tor the ſaving 
of his life. And let me add a-very little trial oft him, when 
Wiſeman and others propoſed your murther.to him, he re- 
fuſed to conſent toit,notwithſ{tanding his intercſt.,and the 
Exaſperation of his wants ; how then ſhould he be ſeared 
when thoſe motives are taken away ? 

But admit-this were not fo,you haveſtillall the power in 
your own hands,and would have the affections of the pec- 
ple(which he now hath) if he ſhould be perfidiaus to their 
diſquiet anew. If then it be clear that you are ſecure on 
the Kings fide, where lics the danger of this accommoda- 
tion? it isthe undoubred intereſt of the military men to 
be alwayes governed by a Monarch, eſpecially if they be 
well provided of ſubordinate places under him, and the 
people are ſo paſſionately affected to the old line, as their 
only conſtant ſecurity trom rapine and bloodſhed, that 
they will neyer be at reſt till they have an opportunity to 
deſtroy the rooter up of theſe three great fences, of their 
Religion, Laws, and that unqueſtionable ſucceſſion which 
would intirely ſecure them trom any more diſputes; and 
even molt of thoſe that formerly fancied betrer forms of 
czovernment, are now for fallinginto the old channel,out 
of deſpair of drawing the peoples affections to their fan- 
cies, Without which they know the peace of the Nation 
can never be long preſerved. If your Highneſle ſhould y<t 
prove one of that number, y our name would be as good as 
1t is great : for a man may be thcuzht reaſonably to undec- 
tice indirect courſes for a grear and publick good, ſo as he 
leayethoſe courſes when he ſes his end is not to be com- 
paſſed. And if your Highnefle do ſo, your curſes will be 
rurned into praiſes, and you may ſleep again without any 
tear of your own guards, who otherwiſe are not like to 
| ſcruple 
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ſcruple the murthering of ſo unjuſt a maſter for a greater 


reward than you can give them, if the preſent ſeizure of 
your preſent treaſure were not'ſufficient for them.For men 
of no Religion will at any time betray a perſon as wicked 
ay themſelves for their intereſt, and thoſe that are zealous 
will do the ſame upon the ſcore of Juſtice, and their 0aths 
and Covenants to other forms of perſons, ſothat your High- 
neſs can be ſecure of no body, nor any thing, bur there- 
wards of W427 with infamy,for the preferring yourSors 
advancement before your Countreys ſecurity, who if he were 
planted can never be ſecured by any Decrees or 0atbs, ſince 
both have been ſo commonly broken,and ought to be ſo, if 
unjuſtly made or taken; 8 it his virtues be never ſo great, 
his mere youth will make him be deſpiſed by thoſe that 
bave had the ſtart of him in the ſucceſſes, and the effeFions 
of the Army; and the ſeeming reſpect that is now paid bim 
upon yourHighneſſe fcore, ſhall vaniſh with your death,and 
all your Family be deſtroyed (like that of tho great Alexan- 
ders) by your own friends and followers, if you your ſelt 
ſhould ſcape ſuch a cup of poiſon as he met with, or ſuch a 
dagger as tinifhed the ambition of Julius Ce)ar : And now 
. mv Lordfor a Conclufion, give me leave to wondegat the 
ambition of all ill men, though they bclieve in noother 
world,lince their ambition is to.gain eſteem, and how they 
ſhould be e{teemed and hated at once for the ſame fa&t,- I 
know not, without a contradiction. If they did but confſi- 
der how even wicked inen hate one another for fear of re- 
celiving the ſame injuries from tkeir companions , which 
they have inflicted together upon others, tkey would pre- 
fer the love and admiration of Mank1tad before the bcin 
admirably hated, which ſinc - your Highneſle may fo eaſily 
do, and cannot with juſtice, honor and fafery do any thing 
elſe, it ſhall no more be doubted from your generolity by 
Ay LORD. 
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